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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 158

Introduced by Assembly Member Bermudez
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Chan, Cohn, Dymally, Koretz,
and Mullin)

(Coauthor: Senator Figueroa)

January 14, 2005

An act to amend Seetions2035;2102 21072 H9, 2154 2155;and
2487 Section 2107 of the Elections Code, relating to voter registration.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST
AB 158, as amended, Bermudez. Voter registration deadlines.

2)-Under existing law, a-petsoen citizen may not be registered as a
voter except by affidavit of registration. Existing law requires that the
affidavit be mailed or delivered to the county elections official.
Existing law provides that a properly executed registration is deemed
effective upon receipt of the affidavit by the county elections official
no later than the 15th day prior to an election, unless specified
circumstances apply.

97



AB 158

97



This bill would authorize any citizen to register to vote at the office
of the county elections official at any time beginning on the 14th day
prior to the election and ending on the seventh day prior to election
day.

9-The bill would impose a state-mandated local program by
reducing existing voter registration deadlines, thereby requiring a
higher level of service from local election officials.

+6)-The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse
local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these
statutory provisions.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 2107 of the Elections Code is amended
to read:

2107. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the county
elections official shall accept affidavits of registration at all times
except during the 14 days immediately preceding any election,
when registration shall cease for that election as to electors
residing in the territory within which the election is to be held.
Transfers of registration for an election may be made from one
precinct to another precinct in the same county at any time when
registration is in progress in the precinct to which the elector
seeks to transfer.

(b) The county elections official shall accept an affidavit of
registration executed as part of a voter registration card in the
forthcoming election if the affidavit is executed on or before the
15th day prior to the election, and if any of the following apply:

(1) The affidavit is postmarked on or before the 15th day prior
to the election and received by mail by the county elections
official.

(2) The affidavit is submitted to the Department of Motor
Vehicles or accepted by any other public agency designated as a
voter registration agency pursuant to the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973gg) prior to the
election.

(3) The affidavit is delivered to the county elections official by
means other than those described in paragraphs (2) and (3) on or
before the 15th day prior to the election.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a) and (b), any citizen is
eligible to register to vote at the office of the county elections
official at any time beginning on the 14th day before an election
and ending on the seventh day prior to election day.
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SEE-S-

SEC. 2. 1f the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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